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DEAF AND HARD-OF-HEARING CHILDREN — SERVICES 
Statement 

HON PIERRE YANG (South Metropolitan) [5.55 pm]: Madam President, thank you for the opportunity. 
I would like to congratulate Hon Martin Pritchard for raising the very important issue of children who are born 
deaf. I thank members for their interest during private members’ business time. The Western Australian 
Foundation for Deaf Children reports that 500 children are born deaf each year in Australia. That is a huge number. 
A core principle that drives my values and approach to politics is the belief in having a fair go. Somebody’s birth 
should not determine their future. Just as I believe that the gender of a child or the heritage of their family should 
not lead to discrimination, I also believe that if a child is born with a disability, it should not limit their 
opportunities. I therefore believe it is important for the state government to assess the support services available 
for children born deaf and their families to ensure that we are doing the best we can, as a government and a society, 
for families in that situation. 
As a father of two, and as with any other parent, my wife and I have the instincts to protect and provide for our 
children and make sure they have all the care and support that they require. We had a close encounter with this 
situation when my oldest son was born. In the hospital, we were offered a screening test for his hearing. As he was 
a newborn, a lot of costs were involved and the screening test required a small cost at that stage. We considered it 
and decided to take up the test. The test revealed that he had some issues with his right ear. We were then asked 
to make a follow-up appointment. Luckily, the end result was that he had no issue with his hearing. However, 
during the two-week period while we waited for the follow-up appointment, any time that we thought about the 
potential he would have some issue with his hearing, it was very difficult for me and my wife. The end result was 
that he was lucky enough to have no issue with his hearing. I then thought: What about families who could not 
afford to spend the money to take the test? What if there was a situation in which a child was born with hearing 
issues but his or her family could not afford the test? That, obviously, would have a potentially huge impact on his 
or her development and place a potential limit on the child’s future. 
However, to my pleasant surprise, when my second son was born, we found out that the screening test was funded 
by the state government and that every child born in the state would be provided with that screening test. No doubt, 
it is a very good program that will help a lot of families in situations in which they may or may not be able to 
afford the test. With the test that is now freely available to the people of Western Australia, people can be certain 
that there will be no issue with their child’s hearing; or, if there is unfortunately a situation in which there is 
a hearing issue, they can seek treatment at the earliest possible opportunity. 
In the time available, I just want to say that this is a very important issue and I congratulate Hon Martin Pritchard 
for bringing it up. 

House adjourned at 6.00 pm 
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